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Cooking with Gas—NMore “Inside Straight” Stew!

Thacks to all for your awi,ﬂ.mptn last issue's dilemmsal 11 will
(ke haith this iszue and siext o shoshorm in your ideas and comments, bud
we 'l certainly do il—this is an issue whers all voices should be beard! I
¥ou haven't yet writtzn and would like to, please do il soon (o0 wosigned
lelters please, bt if you''d like voar name withheld, just say so), and we"ll
wTap ot all up mext isouwe,

From Jane Chapman, Director of the Castomizer's Club, Perry,
Gid: | was wery upsel about your “articls” from the Oct/Mov 1991 THEHN
(and the following article as well), 1 decided to wait a while before wriling
80 1 could “conl down™ (otherwise, my biter would have been mare llke
Carla's letler and your hasty closed-minded reply). | was very insultzd by
your “Dieath OfF & Showhorse" rthyme, You, whether intentionally or not,
lernped all cugtamizers into some unlair calegaried.

There is very litthe money in costomizing! Most of us do it bacause
we lovieit—il"s “inour blood" soio speak, 1've dopeover 250 models since
1977, 1 would have loved i keep them all, bus that"s not how it works,
Every ome | sold helped keep me in supplies. Bul, ooce they re gone, does
the buyer kzep you posted oo its show carser—maye they [ 1ell you. kow
il did at its first show, but I've mever heard anyihing beyond that, One of
my “regulars™ has boughi 6 of my works aver the lasi three years and she
haz sever ild me anything shout their show records—even though [
always 53y “let me know how they do,™ ete, They must be doing well, she
keeps coming back for more, 1f we don’t know how we're doing, how will
wizimpro¥e? Dwish] could count my customdzing on my income taxes! My
“losses™ would wipe oul my income From my part-lime job last year] [
enbered over 120 photos shows in 1991 with an average conservative cost
of 35.00 per show, | spent mency oo model magarines/adiclub fees, plus
on filmideveloping’ fllters ete, plus on models'tack/chatacles apd
cusinmizing supplies, and on and oo, | worked pari-Gime last year o pay
for my habby,

Your complairing about doubles is way out of line. | know there arc
a couple of “had apples” out these but they are in the misority. 1"ve held
0t fest 26 shows in 1991 —seenthousands of models and | have never seen
agy doubles i all of those models! Actaally, in the last | 5 years of holding
model shows (atleast 10 per year) | don "t remember ever seeing “doubies.™

As far s 3 model's “skow life,” there is 0o reasas why a well done
model can'l goon winning indefinitely. The secret is to retake your photos
every year of two, Don't send the same pictaressame model o the same
jedge too often. The first time | see a model, 4 a judge, it moy “wow"" me
enough that 1 doo’t notice its faults right away by the way, an owner
$cldom socs any faulls—ithey woulkdn®t have bought it if they did), Once
you see the same picture of the zame mede] & fow Limes the “wow" wears
off and you Siart o “see™ it more objectively. Alm, cusiomizing has
changed a lol in the last 10 years. Thers are new borses being done all the
time, Your horse may b state of the art today, but who knows what
oo hirimgs,

You did some wtally bizarre math. Your 19 artists doing 25 cusiors
far $7F each is way off base. Firsl, our members include pbout 40 percenl
beginners whe don'l do custom arders and are in the chab o leam and have
Tun. Second, soalof our members do6 "1 do mese than 12 modelsa year{me
included), Amd that “average” price is mdiculous. [ would SAY GliF average
for all our members would be mors like 530 with all the Stshlemates, Listls
Bits, Clazshes snd begiomers we have, Bul eves if your figures wene
anywhere pear right, and | could ges 25 models done i ore year and make
575 cach oo them—51,875 & year in't much maney i live o, i it

Of all the models shown in our club, a leasr 70 percent of them are
owned by the artist, and the oiker mmt are oocs they wete very proud
af. Thers isno way [ could “ask the current comer.™ Wha are they? Where
are they™ Gelserious! The people | did them for over the last 15 vears have
moved, sold the model or are oo longer ia models at all, | have also done
models lor peaple whe were never “model people,” but just wanted a pretty
hosse for the manizl or whetever,

I staried the customizer's club becanse [ seldom beard aboiut a model
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I had dope, | want to know how ["m doing. | want o b able o improve,
I weant b zee how sy work stands up W the competition, Maybe if boyers
were a litlle more considerate of the artist, this club would sol have been
necessary. | will show any model thet 1'm prowd of wilthin the small
confines of this club. [f someone asked me not to show a cenain horse |
wouldn't. T will be judgieg only 1or 2 shows 3 yesr for (s club, plus a few
oilher clubs shows I've volunteered for, 'We now have 25 members and
Erowing!

[Note from Ardith: A Customirer Club mermber recently supplied a
confidential s of the club' smembers, which ar that time nombered 12, Of
those 12 remakers, more than ene-third are professionals who have
advertined in TIANN ard who price their teadifions] resmalies in the 3 100.
3300 range. | sand by laxt issue's thearetical $75 average. ]

From a remakers whose name & withheld by reguest: | am 2
professlonal Model Arist, a long lime shower, and a member of the
Customizer's Club, [agree with your statements—I think once a horse is
sold oed gone, you have no right o showr it

| never shivwr a horse that ['ve sold (within the Customizer”s Club or
mot!), and as soon as [ declde io sell a horse, | shop showing it as a couresy
1o the pew owner. [iry 1o treat people the way | would like o be wealed.
1do keep an album of all of my borzes, @md [ do on occasion show them ko
peophe, bt there is & world of difference in showing them a2 examples of
your work, and "showing™ them under a judge! | think it's positively rude
thatpeople do this! [can'tbelicve people doit, but T have good fricnds that
di!

T have never heard any meation of this within the club, sxcept For he
one rabe sLaling youmuzy show borses that ane sold (on the rolesheel)—arule
I choose to disregard, 1'll contines w0 only show my currently owned
showstring!

From Margle Jobhnson, Hoswell, (At On the issee of anisis
showing wok ey don'l own, without permission: There is & hugs
difference befween pulting something into your professional portfolio,
whiich ewery artist'writer has an informal right o do unless the material is
sensilive ar confidential, and exhibiting work one no longer owns i
competidon, The ooly reason this is posnible in our kobby is that pa of
the activity is showing staged photos of art picces competitively, Artists
inlraditional medis cannat exhibitwork they donat own without the owner
lending it physscally to them, nor are images of it used wilhoal parmission
ar without a nogation of whose colleclion il resides in,

In light of this, the caly place a photo of o sold model shauld appear
withoul permission is in 8 photo album on the artist’s expo table. Permission
of the new owner should be obtained for: photo showing in cestomizer’s
shows, sending photos oul in the mail &5 samples of the anists work, md
cofitiiied wie of the harse in the artisi’s advertising or articles, As a
consumer issue, ['m very curious o know the membership of the
cusbomizer's clab you menlioned. On an informal level, with friznds
pissing pholos of their latest of proudest work among each other, there i
na problem, bt as for holdiag shows, that's juried competition. If they"re
all artists, any work of meril should be self-cvident as such, and the details
of style, realism, and ever-improving craltsmanship a matier of personal
taste mnd mutual sdmiration. Why SHOW in such & forem, as this is the
sticking point with the customer base? Why nol have a round-robin letber
and pholo exchange among asmall groupol Friends for artists feed back and
cipaymenl af what's new even though yoo won'L be Laking il o the pest
expo because you justseld it? [t seems that the desire 1o learn from, share,
and enjoy one's creations iz well-placed, bul the activity of showing is off
the mark.

An interesting fwist o the qeestion of esing pholos in ads invedves a
cupiom mode] ereaned for me that recenly appeared inan ad. A friend used
&n imaginative phato she took of my model inher ad withcut my permission,
and none was needed. The exisience of the model itse1f, after several offers
of refunds as time dragged on, was due io a mixture of her good business
ethics, a good bobby friendship, and her personal intenest in doing some



