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“Death” of a Showhorse: A Rhyme for the Times

['m 52 glad you'll pay two-fifty
Far this remake that ['ve done—
He's a flashy bay avero

Lady Phaze now in & run,

Your check has reached me aafely
Asnd 1'H send him right to you,
Waich for a box by UPS—

He comes with phoios, Loo.

Ah, Ning Acrase, ar kasr youl're here—the stallisn qf'ql_',: dregms!
Together, we may well become the mightiest of teams,

We'll take the model world by storm, and you' [l win many Grands
Bur if you don’t, that' s okay too—you' il never leave my hands!

You gaw a photo of a Paint?
Oh yeg, that’s ene of mine,
1 did b for a salexkist, and
He camme oul mighty fine,

That"s nbze to hear you gave him Grand,
And—what? You want & twig?

I mever, ever duplicate. ..

But I'Ml make ane close akin.

Ok, Ming Acroes, we're doing prear—beyond my dspiraions!
The judges really seem to love you ol geross the nation

Although & bugs me that in shows somwe Look-alikes will bk
Witk ali your “brothers™ that are springing aut of the wosdwork.

I'll always love that Mine- Across—
He's made my bkl Talter,

Moae of the rest “clicked™ quite like him
But, guess that doesn’t maiter,

He stars in all the ads [ fun
And [ so0ld him for blg dough—
I think I'll put his phato in
This "Customizers” Show™!

I dim’L have his ownes's permitgion
Bat hey, she shouldn®t misd

She should be proud that | promaes
Such a high-class one-of-a-kind.

My Mime Across, | never though yau'd retire 20 soon
Bur gver-saluration kar spelled ow gour career’ s doaom.

There's nothing wrong. but judges yawn when you step in the ring:

“We've seen that guy already—now how “bout g different thing?"

Hexides your picture seen in ads and customirers’ shows

There's all yowr copied couring, who were truly fearsome foes.
And you and [, three shows egeh month we werd to, all fa all—
(b, Nine Acrars, hew could we have preverded your downfall?
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Fo bear in mind, alf shaowers, next tive you shell owf g um

Fior a super-nifty showhorse that you fhirnk will be The (ne

Just because you own the horse and all his showrights (you asmme),
Iz it pogsible thal somecne elie will siart to fade hix blacm?

Each remunks has a "ﬂw-w"t"' d‘urirlg whick ke will show well
Mo long it sakes to rure ite leagth, well, only time will rell,

Ife might be kot for two, threg years, or in Six months be done—
The erd will come when Judges feel ke b5 o dull revun.

Hiz six similar cousing are o quandary withou! cure—

The remake gr spans 20 years. Was your borse firnt? You sere?
You can't stop brothers fore or aft, bt here' s the biggest Irouble:
IN'sa :J'ﬂ'.hagm'.ﬂ.d‘hi:m'ﬂm—[l]& i are arrisr moker a double

Yowur horse’s ikenexs shown in pring is @ g complimen,

Ir's ratural ko show him aff: ne harm is reclly reans—

It may well help hiz show caredr and gain him a few fons.

Bur watch owt for a rew frend thar will slice kix shovw- lifespan

Customizers’ shows are offering Rir artist leave

To shove him without asting. . .ard away his show-Ufe bleeds.

And later, when you show kim where his artist did before,

I ehe judge lkes “rew” and “diferend,” she may Bood him out the door,

Diees an artist heove e right to sell a hovse, then change her mind
And help herself to partial showrights? I3 she owl of line?

0 You war o show your remakes thal you sold, sificaily,

¥ous enost aok buyers' permission to show Hheir pr{pm}!

If bayers tell you “no,” thar's thar—the bawe i on thelr side,
Ana mor sharing the showrights will profong those horses” lives,
If you want fustomizers’ thoous, Iry quesfioning the source:
Which did you want more af one time—ike money, or the horse?
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