PERSONALITY PROFILES
JUILIE POREMBA -

Julie Froelich

Yes, I'm back! My final exams were the cnly hindrance thatl cogld
keep me from even scoding a column in ovemight. 1 apologize for breaking
my consistency and miszing the Peb/March issee, et [ think | can make up
forit Let me stert by gtating that alnee 've really grined my “Lei.™ (live
shew independence) only recently, | keven'l had the chance o wisit live
shows palionwide and meet "mode] celebrities™ im the (lesh. | saw Julie
Froelich emce at IMHOC, but | didn"t dare speak 1o hes—she was Julie
Froelich (sod her studded leather matoreycle jacked probably didn'i belp
my timidity either). OK, mavbe [ was a bil stargimeck and salve, bt the
woman 15 praciically a legend in the model horee kobby, n'ef-c# pay ¥
Thus, you can imsgine my surprise when she readily and affably agreed 1o
lalk with me about ber mvelwement m the hobby.

Many hobbryists might pletuse lalie as samewhat of a recluse, If
you'relucky, you cancatch ber atalive show, Otherwise, Tulie keeps a bow
profile. IU's not that she doesn"t want publicity—"A bod of Gmes [ wish |
could get more publicily,” she comects, In fact, in &n carly leter,
commenling on her lack of public persena she jokingly asked =, . where [5
&n Americin Express card when ooe seeds one™ The factor halding her
back s, of course, time. She just moved to & house in Waoodnaff, Wisconsin,
and after recovering from packing, will undoubtadly throw herself back
inke her many interests. One of Jelie’s great jovs is sclence-fction. She is
co-editor and writer of a sei-fi magazice, and Tolkien fars may notice her
stable name (Riddermark, a faniasy land dominated by horees) was
mspired by the authar's Middie Earth woeld. Julie applies hee B.A. in Fine
Arts (earned at University of Wisconsin-Madison) o “diversive” fields:
sci-fi artwaork, model borses, commissioped poriraits, and (gasp) tatioo
designing! Alone time she listed some of her “loves in life™ as being:
“Men, music, walking my dog (oow iwo dogs) and dioing obedience
training, writing, drawing, rying W ieach eysell Tapanese, weiphil-Hiting,
creating new recipes, neading Japanese books, carmespending with Scisnce
Fiction and horee enthuziasis around the world, stud ving classical Tepanese
painting, sewing. .." and today coalinues 1o be interested in just about all
of lhese aclivilies. She owns two borses: a (H and Shetland Poay, both
rescied from the meal markel.  Arabs rank a1 the top of the list of her
faverite breeds (did [ really have to el you that?) ssd Tulie is oow
considering baying an Arabian 1o become & third horse (.. which [ nesd
like & hole in the head ™).

Model horses of course have heen & long-standing hobby with Julie;
she's been collecting them for 31 of her 35 vears. At age ten she started to
palnt them, and in aboul 1972 she began remisking, She is il remaking,
though her move to Woodraff has slowed production, However, ooce she
seliles inbo her home, Julie will be better sccammodated o create ber Gri:
the basement of the house will serve as & workshop while & upstains o
will be sel ipde fof a stadio. [1is ihere that the finishing touches will be
put onte the maodels w be sold in the Riddermark spring auction (which
actually may have appeared by the tme you read this article}.
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Many colleciors are frastraced with the fact that Julie sells all ber
models through avcisons. Heowever, when Julie sald ber models at set
prices, she found that some buyers re-sold theen al as mech as 300% profit.
Perhaps some buyers still do that with Froelich models ioday, but now Julle
is geiting compensated for it Indeed she sametimes wonders "Why is this
person bidding so mech? [ don't think it's worth L™ But she knows a
particular mode] may be more valwable i the buyer than tw her, whether for
perscmal or maieriel reasons, However, doa’tgetihe idea that JTulies wark
it nisl allit"s erncked up to be, OF course, every collecior has his onm laste,
but hardly anyone couald fail to be inpressed with Tulie's work. Her models
are perhaps the mest anaiomically correct of any in the habby, right down
o the very, um, realistic female genftalia. A perfectionisl, she bormeas
FromCrson Wells o acknowledge “Twill sell no borse before ils time.™ She
constanily tries to improve her work with esch new creation, [ strive to
betler myself yearly, eof o find & new shoct-cul. [ strive to make my work
mare enduring, nod brag sbout how a model [ created fell apart in g besp
after its maiden Live show. atrive o increase my knowledge, my hand, my
eye, my apprecistion, and my diplomacy in dealing with others”
Unflartunately, Julic has suffened for ber dedicalion. She was poisoned by
inhalation of epoxy dust, and dusc to yeers of Dremel Moto-Tool vibrations
charging though her hands, was diagrosed with having Faynaud's
Syndrome, She hag sinee chasged her remaking methods bot still nses a
Dremel, though one with a flexible shaft that eliminates vibrations.

Thaugh she warks oo five o slx models &1 a time, Julie says o single
mode] can lake anywhere from 24 hours to two years, depending om the
exient of remaking and her other involvements at the time. She"s worked
strictly im acrylics for 18 years, though earlier models were done in odls and
epamels, Over 100 Froelich modils have stoed (most skl slanding,
hapefally?) in the world today; some ase customs, most are 3-1 creations
from persosal whimsies or pictures laken from her “coormous horss
library" which includes 12 equine magazine subscriptions and various
hobby magazines,

To those who feel 8 Proelich 18 simply uncbtainable (her record high
price: 3850 for an ASE ERH), Julie, like many other remakers, insists “If
you can’LalTord it, do it vourself] Yowll be happier (with yourown wark):
¥ou eoed self-satisfaction.” She has even upon request given aspiring
resnakers a few typed pages filled with tips. “1 feel there’s plenty of room
i this hobby for more people....] iry to encoursge them,™ she states, She
doesn’t woery shout passible competition resulting from ber advice-"Ouly
in showing does competition bather me,”

While Julie has scrved a8 an inflleence for many, she has been
Infleenced by others herself, "Sus Rows always has wonderful ideas,” she
coemenls admiringly, and she looked to artists like Judy Morqelst and
Rich Rudizh, Lyrm Madrich and Pamela Du Bolay. Perhaps Tulie should
give the most credit to Kathleen Masstas for creating her dream horse years
ugn, whase price (unaffordable 1o a young Julie) indisced her i copy the
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