THE INSIDE STRAIGHT

ARDITH CARLTON -

Inside Straight Stew

For the last five mondhs [*ve been purswing a virtaal jigsaw pazrle of
& subject and planped to present the remarkable story in this izswe, A
prominend piece of the puzzle had been missing, though—the literal
linchpin of the whole sage—and | had nearly given up on finding it. But
&5 deadlins looma, a fresh lesd hes jost comee i Hght. . and wilh luck, next
izswe vou'll find an epic chronicle that's worth the wail

&0 this issee, we'll sepoe Up soms “Inside Straight Siew"'—where
whil youw have to say is the feabare of the day! A lotof woea have been putting
i s my microscopic address in the column heading up there, and 1've
been absalutely tickled to hear from you. It's really gratifying, and thanks
80 musch far taking the time to write! There's 5o finer feeling than 1o hear
from someomes who was maoved 1o u.rih:p:u.t wilh their own experiences and
views after reading your column,

Writing & columm like this is nod as easy as il might look, | can't put
en the blinders snd paradie my personzl opinion leng and loud in print—["m
from the scheol of thoughtikat if 2 writer is geing to Lake up print space and
a reader's time, that wriber shauld put the Gme, thought, and sfTost into
presenting a suhsct in az well-rounded and factual a way as poasible.

Everyooe has their own standpoint, and from thers, vou reach
watward—Ileaming through experience, sampling cther views, deciding
whal warks for you and what you believe in. That's what | &y 1o do i
wriling “The Inside Straight." The writing ilself ¢am be a real roller-coaster
ride—more than once the colamn hss broughl isell o a conclusion that I'd
never eXxpecicd in the planming stages! 18°s just that, &8 1 listenied to others*
expeTicnces, my own views mutaled and grew, (0f course, this makes far
much curslng and having ko rewrile sarlier sections to fit1)

But enoegh blah-blsh from me, A variesy of views s what gives this
colzmn any warth &t all...and that's exactly whal you've been sending!
Here's what voa have to Bay:

From Kate Cabot of Cambridge,
Massachusetts

"Reading through the Hoblry Harse News which arrived oday, | was
struck by how mech our hobby has grown up! Mot only are we all much
alder than we wsed io be in the béginning—when [ firs discovened the
‘secretsociety” the average age was probakly sroend 14, pow it seems most
of us ame in our mid-twentizs, many of ug are marrisd and more a5d mare
af us are having children. Mow there are even a few showers whase mothers
were model showers! Qur tovs have grown up too—we're paying adult
whage-taming prices for things and we'ne gelling more and mare quality
conscious and mone and more competitive, We have o nvoch smore realistic
hiabby than we ever did.

“The most smerieg thing 1o me I3 that we now are developing
philosophic approach to this whale hobby, Part of growing up is seiting
goals, being responsible, and linding our own place in the waorld. Your
sevies of amicles “The Inside Strasght’ is an excellent example of our
matarity. [can't imagine ever reading abouat the philosophy of e maode]
harse a5 an art abject back in the old days. Wi were oo busy coming up
with elaborate pedigrees and preicading that our models were the el
thing... You've done an excellent job of getting us to cake a look &l our
hobly in a pewee, mose critical, light!™

Thanks 5o much for your kind words, Kate! Thar's a well-ped, sharp
summary of the hobiy' s evolution, [ hope the "mewer, more critioal Jighi®
still Leavies ur rocm o MAKE lghr of the hobby ai times— think ir' s vital
that we keep @ sense of humor and the element of fun. [ certainly couldn't
enyiay the hobby if T had to take iz, the models, or myself deadly seriously all
the rime! Bura serious approdch is needed toward the integrity and quality
af models and competition, and Io prevear hobbyists from perting hart by
anscrapulons individuals. Thanks apain for writing!
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From an Anonymous Reader

“Ithas taken me 2 long time to decide how 1o sespond o your article
on the Remaking Isdustry in the AugustSeptember [1950] issue of the
Hobly Horse News. Your article made some dam good points, and 1 hape
Ity %2 more artickes like it in the futore.

“Your part abouat Susie Creameheese 18 msch more realistic than I'm
dure many people believed. To make my point, | guess [ am a Susie, My
mather will rarely let me buy an RRH' model nowadays, She says "You
can do a mode] just as good &5 enyooe else can’ Right. Mol o be
depressing, but ] am just ot an artistic person. | have begged and pleadid
with her 1o let me buy a few RRH'd models. The anly reason [ got them
is because | iold her that | needed a real REH 1o see how it was done. [t
won'L work amymore, becsuse she thinks 1 have enough examples, and
expects me o get started making ‘big bucks” like all the oiher remakers do.
‘If ey can make money, then you cam,’ she says.,

“I have tried and tied to tell ber that I am just not good at remeking
oow, and o try Io persuade her oo leiting me gel soome prectice dome,
because [ don't want to cheat anyone out of teir money with buying a less
than perfect remake, when they could spend the same amouant on oae that
they would like msch better. 1 geess ber modives aren't all that bad, afier
all, she did buy me a Dreme] Moto-Teol with every attachment [ could ever
usz, an airbrush, and every imaginshle (ype and kind of painta asd paint
brushes. | just wish | could use them io their full advantsge, 1 feel guily
havieg her spend all that money for them, when [ can't use them well
endugh ko eam their keep.

T just wanted io bet you keow exscily bow on track your artiche was,
I wish [ had the nerve to sign my neme oo,

I’ 5 scary haw many parerts view their children’ s hobbies in this way,
ard don'i seem fo natice that they' re pushing yow in a direction that you fust
don't feel right abewt purpwing, Here's a frue tale of tervar : a mother with
a feereage dasphler avted o major remaker o feack her daughter how to
remake. The doughter had ne interest in remaking o showing—she simply
iiked to collecr OF models. But the mother had seen the prices the
remaker's work was commanding, and ar this war @ “pirl’s bbby,
warded her daaghter to pel right into business...ar ker family's chief
soured of income!

Your mother may honertly feel thar she' s building your self-esieem
and confidence by insisting thal you're capable of raking in the big bucks
right now, Perhape you could arsure her that wes, vou' re looking forward
ter the day that your models will sell for lors of money, but since thar day
wont' come undil you're comforiable winh vour work' s quality, you'  havwe
to keep on practicing to make that day happes. Maybe you could phoro-
show your creations, aad invite your mother to kelp keep trackof their show
coreers—emilering @ wide variaty of chows can b a pood pauge of your
harsexr' “ability” and hew your work is coming aiong, With hack, this step
will nor only buy you some time to learn af @ more realistic pace, b will
also reake your mother happy to see that you're “lesting the competitive
waters and pelting your name ki By making it appear thar you're
meking an gfort fo meat her halfway, hopefully she' I sase up on you.

Yoo sty we il hawe all the makings of a mgjor remaker, with taleand just
waiting fo be brought owt by practice, Bul if vou fust don'! feel cur out I
be a remaker, there' s nothing wrong with that! 'm ot an artistic person
either, ard after five years of baying others’ work, I've only mow begun o
resnake fusl a tiny bit g5 a challenping cheap thritl—siricily for myself, ol
my e pace, and mod beoaese I have 1o de it fo muake anyone elie happy.
I"d much rather pay a remaker who has the talent and skill thar spend years
and fricstration learning to remake models myself? (Bur admigedly, | live
on my cown—if [ had joined the hoblby while living ar home, sy own folks
might kave insisred thar Fmake the hobly “pay for itzelf” |



