prominest in their respectiul treatment: 1 hope thal through my showing
of Peruvian horse models, mare people will become as enchanted 2 [ am
with the breed."

Mow there"s a valuable angle o pursue in seeking Fl'il:ll- coverage!
Harsemen kend o be impressed when an anis! loves their |1lr|.'i|:|.|.'|:|.r Brreed
eeugh o pariray &and promole il in mirature made] form. Inaway, aren’l
we Maltering the real brosds by crcaling and campaigning murdabare
likenesses of them. . pethaps even doing them & favor by spreading their

al?
lpl?,E'I'qu lagt amticle i this admitedly sketchy review was ales published
in our hrigl oo of prist in the carly "®0s. Featured in an iswe of Horse
and Rider magazime, hobbyist Betoye Brown s “The Faderof Tiny Hoaves™
was & ahort, Hghtheamed lock at the hobby in general. Nlestrated with
various photos of remakes, the plece sums up all the good we have to affer:
“The habby of model horses tesches the younp horse lover proper shaw
techniques, bieed fequirensents, recond keeping, pholography, judging,
isck making, painting, hisiory of the korse, colorgenetics and responsibility.
It also encowrages imagination.™

Good press like this galned our hobby, aad cursclves, some valughbs
reapect. All this inspirationsl ink rednforced 1o large neaderships that we am
arEls, we ane sculpiors and tack-makers and photographers. We are
knowledgeshle and sppreciate fine horses, whether real ar tiny replicas; we
are gt respec able 3% participanis in any olher hobby, ard we are fun-loving
Tolks o Boal

Bt then the trickde of articles siopped. Maybe it was because ourowm
hobby peblications were becoming bigger and mare ambitious through the
middle 'Bls, and bhobbyisis were redirecting their time and effort intn
writing for those Fatker then pursaing the elusive dribs and drabs of pro
magazine print.  Afier all, those magazines that had feabered us in their
pages coukin®t do so |ssee after Issue. And of the other likely magazines,
perhaps their editors still felt that our hobby was enworthy of space.

Whalever the reason, it’s been o long dry spell.. but st long last, we
have our biggest scoop since the glory days of Classic| The magazine: the
December 1990 edition of Horee Musgrated. Its circulation: over 125 000
amanth! Andthe glorsous booty: ten pages, threes color photos, and 2 Htasic
126 inches of type! And ithat's not incleding & fine sidebar by Ese
Kruschwitz on Feanne Hesrick s creation of the Boemer model (o the ine
of 20 imches with & colar phota), and an obligatary 12-incher on “Where To
Write." Now that's blg-time axpoguse)

But muny hobbyisis aren’t celebrating. They aren’l even salivating,
In fact, a good many ane downright mortified.

The Double-Edged Sword

History may prove “The Secret Life Of Model Horse Collectars,” by
Marsho King, to be the decried Satenic Verses of the mode] horse kabby,
Like Rushdie's boolk, the article is being prosested by many hobbyists—
they find il affensive and lax in the facts, and are writing the magasine in
say so. Some hobbyisls denoance the piece as a blind =hill for Breyer, md
fany 54y thal they dread their friends or family will see the issue and ask,

Any Senior shower interested in
a Live Show

in 1llinois,
in June 1991,

send a SASE to:
Kerri Gehrmann

“This is whal vou do for a hobby ™ A Tew (emales have eves sajgd ﬂ.,._ﬂ“.-_:,-
envy the men in the hobby — camouflaged by being o micro-minority in the
First place, the existence of mole hobbyists wasn't even acknowledged.
Every reference in the arlicle is o girls and womes.

"The whale thing makes us sound like we're sick,” soe female shower
complained hodly after reading the article, “There's this ‘mode] horse
sickness” theme all throwgh il And we sound like Satan-worshippers, with
the “cult” sball."”

The “stull" in question? King wrole in her opening, “It is said that
these horses casl spells and fevers upom masses of women wha then form
cults thal meet perindically i praise the finestof these creatares ™ She weni
on Lo stress, “Some cull members (il far inlo the night, handsswing
caguisile saddles and bridles, and even working with sirange ails and
materials Wy further enhance the beauly of these creatures.”

Another comment that angered hobbyists was the depiction of a
spoiled bral-like *sympétom™ of “Model Horse Fever™ “excruciating pain
when denied the one midel horse needed (2t the moment) to complele a
calleclion,”

That's anything bol complimentary o the image we"ve been siving
for. Thase quates suggest that we fuss and fume when we miss out o
much-wanted models, and get together and cackle and crow aver our
models whenever cur “culis™ meet.

But firstof all, these quotes sre outof context. Digtance yourse|f from
taking things personally, and read the actual article. You'll find that King
was trying to be funny. Trying is the cperatdve ward here—the humor is
a kit forced—but since “most people unaffected by Model Homse Pever
think thie sctivity is presty silly,” as King noted, then doesn't an attemgt to
present the hobby in a humorous vein make it mome palatshle for the
average reader nutside the hohhy? You and | may not agees, bat following
thi lime of thought, King's comments really shouldn't be consineed as
malicious. She was simply out of her league as a comedicnne,

And second of all, regarding showers throwing fits over missed
mirdels and clamoring togetherin cotty culis—I"ve seen ithappen. Haven'L
wau? Mat that yoi would went bo sdmit it i 3 single soul outzide the hobby,
much less & journalist., but yes, we most have all seen it. 1t an element
ofour habby that makes us look silly, sod ilexists. And either Marshs King
himi seen il or someone 0k herabout it [t's our bobby s secrer shame, and
now it has been preserved in pring.

Mursha King touches on several aspects of the hobby, bat the
elements that make us most socially acceptable are mentioned only briefly
whien ot all. Artistic creation—remaking, fack, vehicles—Is given short
shrifl. Wowsers, here's a photo of a mice remade model, complete with a
sealed-down fence, oooah! But whit would 8 reader’s reacrion have hesn
iz 8 phisto of an OF standing pext to 2 well-done, extensive remsake from
the same mold? Betler vel, thick of how we would have grabbed their
respect with & state-of-the-art performance photo, complede with g real
“doing" horse, ultra-realistic tack, and a rider! The oppartunity was sadly
wiasied.

Cur second & do the hole, the educational aspect of the hobby, was
also nol mentioned bevond the ebvisus “an exhibitor must have 2t leasta
kb knowledge of breeds, classes, tack and afiire.” The same pareais who
will cringe at the thought of their children participating in o senirkingly-
depicsed “cult" would have forgodten their reservatlons in & heartheat hed
they read about kow the model horse hobby has been accepeed by 4-H
programs as an educational tool, Where was any mention of that claim o
respeciability, or of the woederful model horse presentations given a1 the
1980 Wisconsin Horse Fair? For the majority of ws, our hobby is first and
foremost an educational experience, o way for snyoee of any sge to lesm
aboul horses through their minizgture counterparts. Doesn’t anyone who
Marsha King interviewed also believe thai—didn 't anvonesell her that Or
did they, bat it didn'"t fit with & wiew that King wanted to preseat? Oaly
those who !p-uh with Ff.'mg kmnow,

But &5 you read “The Secret Life Of Model Horse Collectors,” keep
in mird that a jearralist can enly report what be learns aboul his subject.
There are errart, vagaries, and holes in the article that hohyisis estker
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